Attachment5d

3/12/2020 Meeting of the LICA (Local Interagency Coordinating Area) jointly with
SG/PRC Early Start Staff

Number of Participants: 88 total participants, including the following: 37 Early Start Service
Providers, 17 members of Local Education Agencies (LEA), and 34 SG/PRC staff.

Location of Meeting: SG/PRC — This meeting was held at the same date, time and location as
the regular monthly meeting of LICA.

Translation Provided: Fhe No translations provided. The presentation was in English only.with [Formatted: Font: Not Bold

. . . i Soanish,
Materials Provided: Theheeemplfete Power Pomt handout (Attachment 5 b) was made

available, as well as Presen 3
anrnouncementthe separate ”Top Ten Take Aways” handout.

Meeting Summary: The meeting started at approximately 9:30sherthyafter10:00 a.m. The

presentation was the main agenda item for the LICA meeting and started a little before 10:00

As the audience members were all exclusively involved in Early Start, the presentation was
focused on the data for birth through two years of age.

TFhePrezipertion-ofthe presentation-wasfellowed-by-a-Power Point Presentation of the

Purchase of Services (POS) Authorizations, Expenditures, and Utilization reports for FY 18-19



was shared, presented with bar graphs and pie charts to help make the
information more understandable.

Significant improvement_ in Early Start POS services for

African-Americans was noted for FY 18-19, after several years of decline in the expenditures
for this group. However, the amount of expenditures remained below the average across all
ethnic groups. Also noted was that Early Start authorizations and expenditures for

Hispanic babies were higher than any other group, despite the continuing trend of disparities in
POS authorizations and expenditures for Hispanic school-aged and

adults.

The lowest Early Start authorizations and expenditures were found in

the White group. The influence of language on expenditures was also discussed, including a
more detailed breakdown by type of Asian language. Those whose primary language is
Vietnamese and Mandarin were shown to have lower utilization, usually attributed to a lack or
limited number of direct service providers with those language proficiencies.
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Community Comments: There were no specific suggestions for new projects. However, several
members of the group indicated that it was very difficult to find direct service professionals
with language proficiency in Chinese and other Asian languages. It was suggested that Chinese
families, in particular, encourage their children to pursue more professional occupations, ones
with more status than direct service. In general, it was easier to hire licensed therapists than
direct interventionists.

The issue of rates also was raised, as most rates paid by the regional center did not compete
The issue of

rates also was raised, as most rates paid by the regional center did not compete well with the
rates paid by insurance or private pay.

Meeting concluded at approximately 10:30 a.m.




